Educational Philosophy

    Teachers today have a multifaceted role in facilitating the learning of academic, social, and emotional skills to children. Providing a safe, secure, and stimulating environment is foundational for learning to take place. Nurturing a positive and supportive relationship with my students is essential to address their needs and foster their ability to become active self-learners, independent problem solvers, and strong, confident student leaders. I believe in modeling high expectations, excellence, and equity in the classroom. I feel high standards in the classroom in conjunction with a risk-free, positive environment will allow students to meet the set expectations. 

     Our classroom is a community where diversity is accepted and respected. Students will learn and lead by being positive and supportive of members of their classroom community. They will work with their peers as they practice important life, academic, and leadership skills.

     I believe in planning and preparing engaging and meaningful lessons that are not only academically based as mandated by the state but activities that allow students to extend their learning. I understand that children’s learning abilities and styles vary and as such, differentiated instruction will address varied individual needs. 

     I believe critical thinking and the acquisition of life-long learning skills is gained through hands on, engaging experiences in the classroom. This also allows students to become independent thinkers and future problem solvers. School wide and classroom experiences will facilitate opportunities for students to take responsibility for their own academic learning as well as learn and practice soft skills needed to be successful, productive community leaders. Our Leader in Me Program is an incredible system that has become a ubiquitous infusion to our day. This further allows us to serve our Walnut Springs students on a fundamental level producing strong, confident, productive youth with a focus and purpose to meet the challenges of Middle School, High School, and beyond. 
     Thank you for sharing your children with me. It is going to be an AWESOME 5th grade year at Walnut Springs!
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